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Voice publisher named president of SCPA

Barbara Ball & Jim McLean
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BAR files injunction, 
writes new rules to 
halt demolition

COLUMBIA — Barbara Ball, 
owner and publisher of  The 
Voice of Blythewood and Fairfield 
County, has been elected presi-
dent of the S.C. Press Association 
after a vote of the Press Associ-
ation’s membership during its 
annual meeting March 5-6, at 
the Columbia Metropolitan Con-
vention Center. The meeting was 
attended by more than 200 jour-
nalists from across the state.

She succeeds Hal Welch, editor 
and publisher of  The Journal  in 
Seneca.

Ball began her newspaper 
career at age 6, tagging along 
with her brother as he deliv-
ered the  Wichita Falls Times  in 
her rural hometown in Texas. 
She started her first newspa-
per in 1999, sold it in 2005, 

started  The Voice of Blythe-
wood  in 2010 and  The Voice of 
Fairfield County  in 
2012.  The 
Voice  was honored 
to be invited to 
serve as a partner 
on  The Post and 
Courier’s  Uncov-
ered team in 2023. 

Ball and her newspapers have 
won a number of Press Asso-
ciation awards over the years 
including the Montgomery FOI 
Award, the Jay Bender Assertive 
Journalism Award and the Jim 
Davenport Award for Excellence 
in Government Reporting.

“It is truly an honor to be 
named president of the South 
Carolina Press Association,” Ball 
said. “I’ve been a member of the 
Press Association for 25 years, 
so I’m keenly aware of what it 
does for its members at all levels. 

It educates and informs us, en-
courages us, stands up for us and 
showcases our work. 

“I’m looking forward to work-
ing with our extraordinarily ca-
pable Association leaders as well 
as serving with the leaders of our 
newspapers from across the state 
as we all strive to do our best to 
deliver the news that matters to 
our communities,” she said.

Other officers elected were: 
Kyle Osteen, managing partner 
and co-owner of Osteen Pub-
lishing Co., which publishes  The 
Sumter Item, as daily newspaper 
vice president; Jonathan Vick-
ery, publisher and editor of  The 
People-Sentinel  in Barnwell, as 
weekly newspaper vice presi-
dent; and John Boyette, executive 
editor of the  Aiken Standard,  as 
treasurer.

BLYTHEWOOD – The Mad-
ness is just around the corner, 
and you could capitalize on that 
by winning some extra cash in 
The Voice’s NCAA Men’s Bracket 
Challenge, which can be found on 
page 12 of the March 19 issue. 

The winner of the contest will 
be presented two $100 bills af-
ter the April 8 National Cham-
pionshp game. A tie will be de-

BLYTHEWOOD — A request to 
demolish one of Blythewood’s 
oldest remaining commercial 
buildings drew strong opposi-
tion during a Feb. 19 meeting 
of the town’s BAR (Board of 
Architectural Review), where 
residents urged the board to 
preserve the historic building, 
known as Wilson’s Store, located 
at 300 Main Street. 

Because the building sits 
within the town’s architectural 
overlay district and town center 
area, demolition cannot occur 
without approval of a COA (Cer-
tificate of Approval) from the 
BAR.

Matthew Graham and his 
business partner Kimberly Bo-
nilla, who recently purchased 
the 3,791 sq. ft. building for 
$550,000, appeared before the 
board seeking that COA. 

At that meeting, the board de-
nied the request, and the owners 
appealed the ruling based on a 
‘substantial hardship’. A hearing 
for that appeal is set for March 
16. 

Graham says that, because 
the building is a Class II historic 

Barbara Ball
Publisher

structure, the statute gives the 
BAR 60 days (from the time the 
application for the COA is filed) 
to negotiate with the owner to 
reach a solution before the dem-
olition can commence.  That 60 
days ended March 7, according 
to Graham.

The BAR maintains, according 
to the complaint, that Graham’s 
interpretation of the statute is 
incorrect and not supported by 
the Town ordinances.

Nevertheless, the Town filed a 
temporary restraining order and 
preliminary injunction on March 
6, to further prevent demolition 
while the dispute is resolved. 

On Tuesday, March 10, the BAR 
sent Graham a seven-page list of 
new rules that he says the BAR 
plans to introduce at the March 
16 hearing, in order to block his 
appeal. Graham says the board 
will vote on the new rules im-
mediately before he presents his 
case.

“What started as a collabo-
rative process has revealed a 
pattern of bad faith, procedural 
manipulation, and conflicts that 
undermine community trust and 
deter investment,” Graham said 
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Dear Mr. Ed Driggers
Town Administrator / Manager 

Town of Blythewood SC
My name is Edward Straiter, 

and I am writing as a concerned 
citizen with more than three de-
cades of experience working with          See Straiter page 9

mayoral offices and municipali-
ties throughout the United States. 
I have engaged in 
municipal tours, 
leadership initia-
tives, and govern-
mental collabora-
tion efforts across 
numerous cities 
and towns. My 
work has been publicly recognized 
reflecting my long-standing com-
mitment to ethical municipal gov-
ernance and civic accountability.

It is from this professional back-
ground and deep respect for public 
institutions that I formally request 
a comprehensive and transpar-
ent review of recent governance 
disputes involving Mayor Sloan J. 
Griffin III and Council members as 
well as related oversight and pub-
lic communication practices that 
may be affecting public confidence 
in the Town of Blythewood’s lead-
ership.

While I respect the importance 
of checks and balances in munici-
pal government, several develop-
ments over the past two years raise 
serious concerns regarding consis-
tency, fairness, and transparency in 
how elected officials are treated.

1. Allegations of Favoritism

Recent public statements from 
certain council members allege 
that Mayor Griffin 
has conferred fa-
vors upon friends 
or associates. 
From publicly 
available records 
and historical cov-
erage, there does 
not appear to have been compara-
ble allegations made against pre-
vious mayors, nor similar levels of 
public conflict surrounding other 
council members in the past.

I respectfully request clarifica-
tion on:

•	 The formal standards and ev-
identiary thresholds used to 
evaluate allegations of favor-
itism.

•	 Whether these standards are 
written, historically applied, 
and uniformly enforced.

•	 Documentation demonstrat-
ing that similar claims, if made 
in prior administrations, were 
handled in the same manner.

•	 What safeguards exist to pre-
vent reputational harm from 
unverified or politically moti-
vated accusations.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE: On 
March 5, 2026, Edward Straiter 
sent the following email to Bly-
thewood Town Manager Ed 
Driggers as a “Formal Request 
for Independent Review, Eq-
uity Assurance, and Governance 
Transparency” regarding his 
(Straiter’s) concern for how 
Mayor Sloan Griffin is treated by 
council and the media, “Given 
that Sloan Griffin III is the First 
Documented African American 
Mayor of Blythewood.” 

Straiter is the founder and 
CEO of several businesses and 
charities, including Univer-
salCMG World Entertainment 
1954; Straiter Enterprise, Int; 
and Blythewood Economic 
Development and Tourism, a 
Blythewood non-profit (not as-
sociated with the Town) with 
offices listed at 401 McNulty St., 
Suite 70, which is the location 
of the Blythewood post office. 

Straiter Driggers
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Richland Two to host Superintendent Town 
Hall at Blythewood High School March 14

BLYTHEWOOD — Richland 
School District Two Superin-
tendent Dr. Kim Moore is invit-
ing the community to pull up a 
chair and talk about the future 
of local education.

The district will host a Su-
perintendent’s Town Hall on 
Saturday, March 14, from 9 to 
11 a.m. at Blythewood High 

School. The event is open to 
parents, students, staff, and 
community members.

According to district offi-
cials, the meeting is designed 
as an interactive session to 
discuss student achievement, 
district-wide initiatives, and 
strategic goals. Richland Two 
says Dr. Moore plans to use 
the platform to share updates 
while listening to feedback 
from district families to ensure 

the "path forward reflects the 
needs and aspirations" of the 
community.

Those interested in attending 
are encouraged to submit ques-
tions or specific topics of inter-
est in advance via the district’s 
website at richland2.org/
our-district/superintendent/
superintendent-town-hall.

Blythewood High School is 
located at 10901 Wilson Blvd 
in Blythewood.

A Title Town 
Blythewood girls, 
Westwood boys sweep 
5A State Finals P5

Village 
Church opens 
new worship 
center
Staff Reports
The Voice

Ball

BLYTHEWOOD - Village Church 
will hold its first Sunday services 
in a new 1,200 seat worship cen-
ter on Sunday, March 15. 

“This new facility will be a bless-
ing to not only our existing mem-
bers, but for Blythwewood and the 
surrounding communities as well,” 
said Senior Pastor Erik Estep. “We 
will be having two grand opening 
services that Sunday morning, and 
everyone is welcome to attend ei-
ther service and experience the love 
of God in person.”

With the seating capacity in-
creasing by 60 percent, the church 
will be moving from three to two 
services on Sundays – at 9 a.m. 
and at 10:30 a.m.

The church is located at 574 
Rimer Pond Road in Blythewood.

For more information, contact 
Village Church at 803-419-0989 or 
on SocialMedia@VillageChurchSC.

The former Wilson’s store. 
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Let’s be honest. County government 
meetings can be… a little slow. Okay, very 
slow.

You ever sit through one and think: 
“This really could’ve just been a text mes-
sage.”

The motion. The second. Discussion. 
The vote. Next item. Somebody coughs.

Government is slow on purpose.
If government moved as fast as a private 

business, a small group of people could 
make huge decisions affecting thousands 
of citizens overnight.

No chance for citizens to weigh in.
That might sound efficient… until it’s 

your road. Your taxes. Your neighborhood.
Public meetings. Committees. Procure-

ment laws. Transparency requirements. 
Legal review. All those steps exist to slow 
power down.

Now let’s talk about something interest-
ing that happens at every council meeting.

There’s a section called Public Com-
ment.

You get about three minutes to say 
whatever it is you need to say. Honestly, 
more people should take advantage of 
that window.

If you don’t sign up to speak, Jeff Schaf-
fer will.

Now, you would think public comments 
would really move the council. Because 
who likes getting yelled at in public while 
you’re not allowed to respond?

It’s not a discussion. It’s more like being 
talked to by a drill sergeant during basic 
training.

But here’s the part that surprises peo-
ple—public comment doesn’t always 
change votes.

That’s because by the time the meet-
ing happens, most of the homework has 
already been done. So the meeting you’re 
watching is often the final step in a pro-
cess that started days or even weeks ear-
lier—which is why the most important 
document in local government might ac-

tually be the meeting agenda.
That’s where you see what’s coming be-

fore the vote ever happens. If you really 
want to know what your local government 
is about to do, don’t wait for the meeting. 
Read the agenda.

Once you start reading agendas, some-
thing interesting happens. You stop being 
surprised by decisions… because you saw 
them coming a couple of days earlier.

But most citizens don’t attend the meet-
ings. Many people don’t know when they 
happen. Or what’s being discussed. Or 
what just got approved.

By the time people hear about some-
thing, the vote already happened. Then 
everybody’s upset.

Now let me say something positive. 
There’s one thing about these meetings 
that I actually enjoy: the meeting in be-
tween the meetings. Before the meeting 
starts. After the meeting ends.

That’s when citizens can talk with each 
other. That’s when people can walk up to 
someone from planning, utilities, or eco-
nomic development and ask questions.

That’s when you can walk right up to 
your county council representative and 
have a conversation.

Face-to-face. Just people talking.
And sometimes you realize something 

important: most of the people working in 
these departments are just trying to solve 
problems, too. They have rules. Budgets. 
Limitations. But they also have informa-
tion the public rarely hears.

That’s why I encourage people to attend 
meetings when they can. Not just to watch 
the vote. But to be in the room. At the end 
of the day, we’re still on the same team.

Local government is basically a giant 
group project.

Some people do the research.
Some write the paper.
Some present it.
Some ask the hard questions.
But everybody has a role.
Next week we’re going to talk about 

something that surprised me even more 
than FILOT—the U.S. Constitution and the 
South Carolina Constitution.

Yes.
South Carolina has its own Constitution.
And once you understand how those 

two documents interact, you start to see 
why government works the way it does.

And why sometimes the slow parts are 
actually the guardrails.

What’s Missing in 
Government? Maybe You

by Kenny Robertson

Kenny Robertson, an educator and come-
dian, is a native of Ridgeway. 

During our recent snowstorm lock-
down, I ran across a Lawrence Welk show 
on TV.  

I remember rolling my eyes at how 
much my mother and her friends loved 
watching the show every Saturday night.

 Interested to see the show after twenty 
years or more, I was expecting to be car-
ried away with a welcome change from 
today’s harsh sound.  

Before watching it, I remembered it as 
being better, but just not my style. I am 
not musical or knowledgeable about mu-
sic at any level, but the songs did seem a 
little flat and certainly were slower.  I hate 
to say draggy, but they sang at a slower 
tempo than I remember. I thought they 
would never get to their destination when 
a female trio sang, “Sentimental Journey.”

Forgetting my efforts to not be elderly 
at 99, I have to tell you I did know the 
words to most of the songs. But where 

did all those horns come from? Were my 
beloved Big Bands filled with that much 
brass? I missed the guitars. I did enjoy the 
tap dancing, which you don’t see much 
anymore. They stood the whole time and 
didn’t get their clothes ruffled.

I do remember Lawrence Welk shows 
had beautifully made-up women with 
perfectly coiffed hair. I didn’t remem-
ber how pretty the men were! Oh my! 
Was that makeup on them too? I appre-
ciate how they were so clean and shiny.  
There was not a tee shirt to be seen or a 
torn pair of jeans.  Instead, the all-male 
orchestra were wearing bright yellow, 
perfectly tailored suits.  Then, they sang 
a chorus number with the women in gor-
geous pink evening gowns and the men 
in gorgeous pink suits.  In a way all this 
pastel beauty is soothing.  No hostile 
thoughts happen while this show is in 
progress.  

And you do breathe more slowly. That 
has to be a good thing. Stick with me, I 
was hoping to like his show better, and 
now I feel  unfaithful to my kinder, gen-
tler era.  

Maybe I am not as old-fashioned as I 
thought because Lawrence is definitely 
too old for me.  

Lawrence Welk
by Jeanette Smith

Jeanette Smith, 95, a Blythewood resident, 
has been active in the community’s civic af-
fairs for over 50 years.
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Guest Editorial

Andy Brack
Publisher, Satehouse Report

Obituary

Veda Faye Marthers 
passed away at home on 
February 17, 2026, at the 
age of 99. She was born in 
the Greenbrier commu-
nity at the Brooks home 
place to the late Oscar 
Raymond and Sara Veda 
Miller Brooks. Faye grad-
uated from Greenbrier 
school and graduated from 
Columbia College with a 
degree in business. She 
married her high school 
sweetheart William Claude 
Marthers Jr. on November 
28, 1953. She was a won-
derfully devoted wife and 
homemaker, and a loving, 
patient mother to Jennifer 
Brooks Marthers and Wil-

liam Claude Marthers III. 
Faye was a lifetime and de-
voted member of Crooked 
Run Baptist Church. She 
was a choir member raising 
her God given voice in solos 
and duets with her cousins 
and brother, Miller Brooks. 
She served as GA leader, 
Bible School teacher, and 
church treasurer.

In her early years she 
was active in the Yellow 
Jasmine Garden Club win-
ning numerous awards 
for her arrangements. In 
her later years she loved 
spending time at her “Cot-
tage by the Sea” with her 
sweetheart and cousins, 
Adelaide Brooks and Clyde 
Brooks Douglass. Faye and 
Claude spent hours sitting 
and walking hand in hand 
on the beach. They loved 
beach music, watching the 
shaggers and a good sea-
food meal at Hoskins.

If asked what her Mama 
was like Jennifer’s re-
sponse was, The Walton’s 
TV show mama, Olivia Wal-
ton. A grand Southern Lady 
and cook and a mama who 
could be counted on no 
matter what.

She supported Jennifer in 

her equestrian and dog en-
deavors and Claudie’s love 
of motorcycles and dogs. 
Though these endeavors 
often left her praying for 
their safety.

Left to cherish her mem-
ories are her daughter, 
Jennifer Brooks Marthers; 
her son, William Claude 
Marthers, III. Her nieces 
Janice Raye Brooks, Veda 
Sandra Brooks, and her 
nephew, Harold Miller 
Brooks, Jr.

Funeral services will 
be held at 2 o’clock Tues-
day, February 24, 2026, 
at Crooked Run Baptist 
Church.   Burial will follow 
in the church cemetery.  
The family will receive 
friends on Monday, Feb-
ruary 23, 2026, from 5-7 
o’clock PM at Pope Funeral 
Home. 

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations 
for Veda Faye Marthers to 
Fairfield Animal Control, 
For: “Donation Fund”, P.O. 
60, Winnsboro, SC 29180 
or “Because of Roscoe”, 
P.O. Box 4095, Columbia, 
SC 29240 or Crooked Run 
Church, 7978 State High-
way, Winnsboro, SC 29180.

Veda Faye Marthers

COLUMBIA – South Carolina House 
lawmakers are advancing a proposal that 
would make it a crime for someone, after 
being warned, to come within 25 feet of on-
duty law enforcement officers, firefighters, 
EMTs or certain medical personnel while 
they are carrying out their duties.

The HALO bill (Helping Alleviate Law-
ful Obstruction) was sent Tuesday from 
the House Judiciary Committee to the 
House floor on a 15-4 vote. If passed, the 
measure would make it a misdemeanor to 
knowingly violate a first responder’s order 
to stay back and interfere with, harass or 
distract that person, punishable by up to a 
$500 fine and 60 days in jail.

Supporters say the bill is needed to pro-
tect first responders in increasingly tense 
public situations. Rep. Melissa Oremus, 
R-Aiken, the bill’s lead sponsor, said the 
proposal is intended to establish bound-
aries so officers and emergency personnel 

25-Foot Buffer Bill for 
Police, First Responders

can do their jobs safely. J.J. Jones, executive 
director of the South Carolina Police Chiefs 
Association, called the measure a neces-
sity for law enforcement, recalling a past 
traffic stop in which a man with a cam-
corder repeatedly approached and tried to 
provoke him.

Backers, including representatives of 
sheriffs, police, hospitals, firefighters and 
emergency medical responders, argued 
the bill would offer a deterrent before sit-
uations escalate. Attorney General Alan 
Wilson also voiced support, saying while 
people have a right to peacefully assemble, 
those who harass law enforcement or first 
responders should face consequences.

Opponents warned the proposal could 
violate First Amendment protections. 
Courtney Thomas of the American Civil 
Liberties Union of South Carolina said 
the bill could chill free speech and make 
it harder for the public to observe and 
record police activity. She argued that by-
stander video has played an important role 
in holding officers accountable, including 
in the 2015 Walter Scott shooting in North 
Charleston.

University of South Carolina law pro-



Winnsboro Rotary Club meets the 1st 
& 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 1 p.m. at   
210 E. Washington Street, Winnsboro. (803) 
712-6100. 

Winnsboro Town Council meets the 1st 
and 3rd Tuesdays of each month at 6:15 
p.m. 102 S. Vanderhorst Street, Winnsboro

Fairfield County School Board meets on 
the 3rd Tuesday of the month.  Executive 
Session - 6 p.m.; Public Session at 6:30 p.m. 

once a month. Monthly calendars of events 
are available at the center, located at 1900 US 
Hwy 21 South in Ridgeway and on the Fair-
field County Parks & Recreation webpage. 
For more information call (803)337-7358.

Alcoholics Anonymous Doko Group 
meets Fridays at 7 p.m. at Trinity Method-
ist Church, 90 Boney Rd, Blythewood.

Narcotics Anonymous (NA) Group 
(Open Group Discussion) is hosted at Fair-
field Behavioral  Health Services, 178 US 
Hwy 321 Bypass N, Winnsboro on Tues-
days from 7 - 8 p.m.

Fairfield Community Food Bank is open 
Tues. and Thurs. from 10 a.m. - noon at 
100 US Hwy 321 Bypass S in Winnsboro. 

Christian Assistance Bridge is in need of 
donations. CAB is open at 126 Blythewood Rd., 
M & Th from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 803-786-1903.

The Round Top Baptist Church Grief Min-
istry meets every 3rd Thursday of the 
month from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 120 Round 
Top Ct., Blythewood. 

Blythewood Rotary Club meets on 
Thursdays at Columbia Country Club, 135 
Columbia Club Drive W. Coffee at 7:15, 
breakfast at 7:30, meeting at 7:45 a.m.

Town of Ridgeway Council meets the 
second Thursday of each month at 6:30 
p.m. at 170 S Dogwood Ave.,  Ridgeway.

Fair Lawn United Methodist Church will 
host an Indoor Flea Market on Saturday, 
March 14 from 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. at 9203 Wil-
son Blvd, Blythewood. Enter from the rear 
of the church. Parking is available in the 
back and side of the church.

VillageChurch’s Grand Opening for their 
new sanctuary is set for Sunday, March 15 
at 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 574 Rimer Pond 
Rd., Blythewood. Visit villagechurchsc.com 
for more information. 

The Youth Choir at Mt. Pisgah Baptist 
Church of Ridgeway will celebrate their 
anniversary on Sunday, March 15 at 10 
a.m. 2092 Longtown Rd, Ridgeway.

Mt. Zion Baptist Church will celebrate its 
Jubilee Choir’s 95th Anniversary on Sun-
day, March 22 at 2 p.m. 1025 Abney Hill 
Rd., Blythewood.

Fairfield County Ducks Unlimited’s 
Annual Spring Frenzy is set for Thursday, 
March 26 at 6 p.m. at The Farm at Ridge-
way, 3248 US-2, Ridgeway. Purchase tickets 
at ducksunlimited.myeventscenter.com. 

Fairfield County Parks and Recreation will 
host an Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, 
March 28 from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. at Drawdy 
Park, 702 Eighth St. in Winnsboro. Meet the 
Easter Bunny, do an Easter egg craft, enjoy 
a bounce house. 

Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church’s annual Com-
munity Easter Egg Hunt is set for Saturday, 
March 28 from 12 - 3 p.m. Games, food, the 
Easter Bunny and prizes for all youth. 2092 
Longtown Road in Ridgeway. This free event 
is sponsored by the Youth Ministry.

Mt. Pleasant Church will host Holy Week ser-
vices on Maundy Thursday, April 2 at 6 p.m., 
Good Friday, April 3 at 6 p.m., Easter Sunrise 
on Sunday, April 5 at 7:30 a.m., and Easter 
Service at 9:30 a.m. 736 Campground Rd. 

Fairfield Behavioral Health Services will 
host its 26th Annual Run for Recovery 5K 
on Saturday, April 17. Register at strict-
lyrunning.com. 

Ridgeway Recreation Center offers Senior 
Citizen Chair Exercises classes each Mon-
day, Tuesday and Wednesday at noon; 
Craft classes Mondays at 1 p.m.; Bingo 
twice a month and a Senior Citizen trip 

ONGOING
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Sunday,
March 15

UPCOMING

MEETINGS

Village Church will host the grand opening for 
their new sanctuary on Sunday with services 
at 9 and 10:30 a.m. at 574 Rimer Pond Rd. in 
Blythewood. For more information, visit vil-
lagechurchsc.com. 

New Sanctuary, New Sunday

at 1226 US Hwy 321 Bypass S., Winnsboro.

Fairfield County Council  meets the 2nd 
and 4th Mondays of each month at 6 p.m. 
at 250 N. Walnut St., Winnsboro.

Blythewood Town Council will meet on 
Monday, March 23 at 6 p.m. Doko Manor, 
100 Alvina Hagood Cir, Blythewood. 

To submit an event, meeting, cancellation or 
closure, e-mail voice@blythewoodonline.com. 
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Ribfest: Big crowd, sunny skies, great ribs!
BLYTHEWOOD – “It was the best and 

biggest Ribfest we’ve ever had,” said 
festival co-chair Mike Ross“…10,000 
pounds of ribs, great weather and at least 
5,000 attendees, maybe more. It was a 
wonderful day, big crowd and great ribs.”

The 7th  annual Doko Ribfest Cook-Off 
was held outside Doko Manor on Saturday, 
cook teams took home $8,050 in prize 
money. There were also beer trucks, rib-
tasting, food trucks and other vendors 
selling everything from t-shirts to ice cream. 

“It was great,” Ross said.
”We don’t know exactly how much profit 

we made, because all the receipts have not 

come in, but I think it’ll be a lot,” he said. “We 
are especially grateful to our sponsors this 
year. Our premier $10,000 sponsor was Cirba 
Solutions, a company that recycles batteries. 

“It really does take a village of sponsors, 
attendees and great volunteers,” Ross said. 

A VIP lounge was provided for sponsors. 
Awards were given out to the following 

winners:  

People’s Choice: Prime Time Smokers
Amateurs

1st Place – Hog Callers
2nd Place – Food by TJ
3rd Place – Bo Boys BBQ

Professional Division:
1st Place – Big Wally’s
2nd Place – Tailgaters BBQ
3rd Place – Still Smokin ‘Smokers

People’s Choice Winner
Prime Time Smokers 1st Place Amateur Division – Hog Callers 1st Place Professional Division – Big Wally's

Mayor Pro-Tem Andrea Fripp, read a proclamation accompanied by council members Rich McKenrick and Trish Hovis. 

3rd Place Professional – Still Smokin ‘Smokers

2nd Place Amateur – Food by TJ 3rd Place Amateur– Bo Boys BBQ

2nd Place Professional– Tailgaters BBQ
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Westwood claims first boys state 
championship in school history

Blythewood girls shut down Wando 
for second straight state title
Worthy Evans
Reporter

COLUMBIA—Blythewood’s girls basketball 
team fell behind early against Wando Friday 
night at Colonial Life Arena. 

That deficit didn’t bother the Bengals for 
long. They quickly overcame an 8-point deficit 
and used their pressure defense to finish with 
a 68-44 victory that clinched the team’s sec-
ond straight 5A Division I state championship.  

“It’s definitely surreal,” head coach Emily 
McElveen-Schaeffer said. “These girls and 
these coaches trusted the program, trusted 
the process, and they deserve this moment 
more than anything else.” 

Seniors Chase Thomas and India Williams 
led the way for the Bengals. Thomas finished 
the night with 28 points and 11 rebounds, 
while Williams scored 20 points and pulled 
down 10 boards.

“It feels amazing,” Thomas said. “We started 
in June and have been playing together ever 
since. It was a rough start to the season, but 
we picked it up and we’ve been doing it ever 
since.”

Blythewood (24-5) opened the season 1-3 
with losses to Camden, Dorman, and North 
Augusta before going 24-2 the rest of the way.

“We’ve had chemistry over the years and it 
just felt great to continue that,” Williams said 
about playing with Thomas. “I’m going to 
miss playing with her next year.” 

Thomas signed to play for South Carolina 
State and Williams signed with USC-Aiken.

“Both of them are very good players. 
They’ve put their name in the history books of 
Blythewood High School,” McElveen-Schaef-
fer said. “They both stepped up at the right 
moment, as they told me they would. They’ve 
been here before, and I trust them.”

Two other seniors were key in securing 
the victory. Hayley Hightower, the veteran 
point guard whom McElveen-Schaeffer said 
has sparked the defensive effort for years, 
had eight steals and five assists on top of five 
points. Madison Thomas, Chase’s sister, had 

two steals and two assists with four points.  
“I don’t care about points, I just wanted 

my team to win,” said Hightower, who likely 
played her last basketball game. “I knew that 
I needed to do whatever I had to do to get my 
team to get the Dub.”

Hightower, a sprinter for Blythewood’s 
state champion girls track and field team, 
signed to run for Purdue.

After last year’s state title win, the seniors 
on the team were dead set on winning an-
other before they graduated.

“That was their goal, to go back-to-back,” 
McElveen-Schaeffer said. “They decided 
themselves: ‘We’re tired of losing, we don’t 
want to lose anymore.” 

Wando’s Makenna Reynolds, who finished 
the night with 19 points, scored nine points 
over the first eight minutes to vault the War-
riors to a 17-9 lead.

Blythewood’s defense awakened in the 
second quarter and stepped up the pressure. 
From that point on, the Bengals’ points flowed.

Hightower made three of four free throws 
and Thomas sank a 3-pointer to get the Ben-
gals to within 17-15 at the 6:36 mark of the 
second quarter.  

The game stayed tight up to halftime. Wil-
liams broke a 27-27 tie with a 3-pointer with 
23 seconds left to give the Bengals a 30-27 
lead at intermission. 

Blythewood took its defensive pressure to 
a higher level the rest of the way.

The Bengals outscored the Warriors 38-17 
and held them to just 7-for-24 shooting. 

“We just stayed together, passed the ball 
to the open person and we made the shots,” 
Thomas said, adding that she and her team-
mates felt that winning vibe in the midst of 
a third-quarter run. “It was a surreal feeling, 
knowing that we were going to win again.”

Wando (22-7) opened the third quarter 
with a McKevitt free throw and a basket from 
Reynolds to tie the game at 30, and after High-
tower made a basket, Emry Crawford tied the 
game again at 32.

Blythewood scored seven points in quick 

succession in the space of a minute. After the 
5-minute mark of the third, Williams made 
one of two foul shots, Thomas drained a 3, 
and Williams returned to the basket for a 
3-point play with 4:04 left.

Hightower may not have scored the points, 
but her defensive stances as a point guard led 
to a number of steals that her teammates cap-
italized on.

“It was me being active on the ball,” High-
tower said. “I knew I got a little happy and got 
into foul trouble, but I’m just so glad we were 
able to win.”

The Bengals finished the third quarter 
leading 48-36, and outscored Wando 20-8 in 
the final eight minutes.

Wando, which rallied against Lexington 
from a 28-15 halftime deficit to beat the 
Wildcats in the Lower State final, had its sea-
son end with a loss, but 11th-year head coach 
Jeff Emory said that his Warriors proved crit-
ics wrong all year and finished high.

“Nobody wants to lose the last game, they 
want to win it and that’s what we prepare for 
all year,” Emory said. “We’ll be back. We have 
a young team, but if you call this year a fail-
ure, you’re not paying attention. We weren’t 
ranked at the beginning of the year, nobody 
ever seems to give us credit at the beginning 
of the season. Two or three weeks in we beat 
a ranked team and we kept going and going 
and going, and from there we stayed in the 
top 10 all year long. I couldn’t be more proud 
of them. I think they’ve earned everybody’s 
respect.” 

Blythewood’s road to state took a grinding 
turn after the team’s second-round home vic-
tory over Clover. The fourth-seeded Bengals 
hit the road Feb. 27 to play No. 1 Dorman, 
which beat them 61-49 in the second game of 
the season. Blythewood led the third-round 
matchup 47-37 going into the fourth quarter 
and held off a strong Cavaliers rally to win 54-
52.

That victory put Blythewood on the road 
again—to the Upper State championship at 
Newberry High School to face No. 2 Mauldin. 

The Bengals battled the Mavericks tightly 
through three quarters. It was not until 
Thomas took to the foul line and made four of 
six shots in the final two minutes to give her 
team a needed cushion in the 60-54 victory.

“They were definitely close games,” Thomas 
said. “I felt we had the toughest schedule out 
of everybody and we pulled it off. I feel like 
people believed that we couldn’t do it, and we 
pulled it off and now we’re champions.”

Added Williams, “I think it just built us for 
this moment. Those games were harder than 
(the state final), so just knowing that we went 
through those hard games, the adversity, the 
road and all that, I think it just built us for this 
moment.” 

Even so, McElveen-Schaeffer impressed to 
her team that Wando’s ability to play hard 
and rally illustrated that strong seasons and 
state championships are earned, not just ex-
pected.

“That’s what I challenged them with,” she 
said. “Wando in their last game came from 
behind to beat Lexington, and I told them that 
they could come back. That’s a good basket-
ball team. You’ve got to compete every day. 
You don’t just walk on the court and beat 
somebody.” 

Three years ago, McElveen-Schaeffer took 
over a program that went 0-19 in 2021-2022 
and had little history of success. Now that the 
program owns back-to-back state champion-
ships, she said attracting talented players to 
come to Blythewood will be a stronger sell.

“Winning breeds winning,” she said. “When 
people see what we’ve done, they’re more ea-
ger to come here. They want to be a part of 
that, they want to see that.”

 
WANDO - 17-10-9-8—44
BLYTHEWOOD - 9-21-18-20—68
WANDO
Makenna Reynolds 19, McKevitt 9, Crawford 8, Mazyck 4, Rush 
3, Lovis 1.
BLYTHEWOOD
Chase Thomas 28, India Williams 20, Fulton 8, M. Thomas 4, 
Hightower 5, Stovall 3.

COLUMBIA—Greenville broke out to an 
18-4 lead on the Westwood basketball team 
in the first quarter of the 5A Division 2 state 
final. 

By the second quarter at Colonial Life 
Arena Thursday night, the Redhawks began 
to turn the tide.

Westwood rattled the defending 5A Di-
vision 2 champion Red Raiders with a full-
court press, while Jayden Crews, D’Marcus 
Thomas and other teammates piled up 
points to shake off the deficit and close out 
the school’s first boys state championship 
with a 67-55 victory before a packed crowd 
at the University of South Carolina’s home 
court. 

Thomas finished with 26 points and Crews 
had 23 points, including four 3-pointers and 
nine rebounds to fire the Redhawks (25-3).

“We were just playing our game. That’s our 
style. They say we’re the best backcourt in SC 
and we just proved that,” Crews, who signed 
with Converse University, said. “I had that 
chip on our shoulder when we lost 50-45 
in Florence (Dec. 20) at Wilson. That really 
hurt. That was our first loss of the season.”

Thomas, who signed with Southern Wes-
leyan University, said he and Crews worked 
hard all season to become the scoring and de-
fending tandem that helped bring Westwood 
its first state boys championship home, two 
years after the Redhawks girls track team 
won a share of the 4A state title in 2023.

“That’s really my brother, man,” he said. 
“I told him at the start of the season that we 
had to get us one, me and him, in the gym, 
day and night, every single day, we just lived 
in the gym.”

Third-year head coach Trent Robinson, 
who succeeded John Combs after coaching 
the junior-varsity team, said his team’s start 
was eerily typical of the veteran team. He 
noted the Redhawks’ first-quarter deficits in 
the last three road playoff games at Conway, 
St. James and for the Lower State champion-
ship against Goose Creek in Florence.

“When I saw that (Greenville’s run), I said 
I think we’ve been playing the same guys 
all year,” Robinson joked. “I trust my guys. I 
knew once we started our pressure our shots 
would come. Honestly, we’ve never started 
off a game good this year. … That’s pretty 
much how we’ve played. Do I want to go 
through that again? Never, never. But that’s a 
strong group, seven seniors, 14 solids. I’m so 
proud of them.”

Coaches and players alike felt the win was 
payback for the team’s first loss of the sea-
son. Greenville beat Westwood 50-45 at the 
Magic City Holiday Invitational tournament 
at Wilson High School in Florence, Dec. 20.

Thomas, Crews, and the rest of the Red-
hawks had their work cut out for them on 
the lighted University of South Carolina floor.

Moments after the tipoff, Greenville (23-7) 
got started with Caden Coleman’s basket and 
Keshun McCoy’s 3-pointer after a Westwood 
turnover.

Thomas sank a quick field goal from just 
beyond the foul line for Westwood’s first 
score, and later Crews hit a pair of foul shots 
to make it 10-4, but by Gavin Griffin’s layup 

at the 2:02 mark, the Red Raiders looked in 
complete control of the Redhawks.

Greenville finished the quarter leading 20-
10, but that point was just beyond the Red 
Raiders’ high-water mark. Led by Crews and 
Thomas, the Redhawks climbed back into the 
game with a 13-4 scoring run over the first 
three minutes of the second.

Crews opened the second quarter with a 
3. After Arkies Shell’s layup for Greenville, 
Thomas countered with a layup and Cylan 
McLeod made two free throws to cut Green-
ville’s lead to 22-17. 

A 3 from Thomas got Westwood to within 
two points, and after two foul shots from 
the Red Raiders, another 3 from Crews cut 
Greenville’s lead to one by the 5:33 mark of 
the second quarter. 

“One possession at a time, score-stop, 
score-stop, score-stop,” Crews said. “We 
went three stops in a row, and that’s what 
happened.”

Westwood and Greenville battled back and 
forth over the next four minutes until Caden 
Coleman’s foul shots and a Keshun McCoy 
layup gave the Red Raiders a 32-26 lead with 
1:07 left in the half. 

That was the last time the Red Raiders’ 
lead was more than three points. Thomas 
ended the first-half scoring with a jumper 
with 23 seconds to go, and Greenville led 32-
28 at intermission.

“Coach said that they was going to go on a 
run at the start of the game, so we handled 
the run and we kept going on runs,” Thomas 
said.

The second half was pretty much one big 
Westwood run.

Thomas sparked the Redhawks’ sec-
ond-half surge with a 3 in the first 20 sec-
onds of play, followed by A.J. Veal’s basket. 

Shell made a steal and layup at the 6:09 
mark, and that was the last Greenville basket 
for four minutes. 

In that time McLeod made good on a 
jumper and with the Red Raiders’ lead cut to 
37-34, Thomas turned the game around.

The Southern Wesleyan signee hit another 
layup at the 5:08 mark. Some 28 seconds 
later, Thomas made a putback to get West-
wood in the lead for the first time in the 
game, 38-37. At the 4:13 mark, his layup with 
an assist from Daytron Cockfield brought the 
crowd noise to a crescendo around the arena.

The crowd exploded even louder when 
Crews, a Converse University signee, drained 
a 3 with another assist from Cockfield.

Cockfield himself fed the Westwood crowd 
when he nailed a 3 with an assist from Mc-
Leod to give the Redhawks a 46-37 lead.

“One possession at a time,” Crews said 
about his team’s second-and third-quarter 
surge. “Don’t worry about scores, you’ve got 
to play defense. Defend, defend, defend. One 
step at a time, defend, make the right shots, 
don’t turn the ball over.” 

Caden Coleman’s jumper for the Red Raid-
ers broke the momentum briefly, but one of 
two foul shots from Crews gave Westwood 
a 48-39 lead going into the final quarter—a 
quarter-long, 20-6 scoring run.

Greenville tried to climb back into the 
game with a 3 and a basket from Caden Cole-
man to make it 48-44 with 6:06 to go. The 
Redhawks, playing with mountains more 
confidence than they did in the first quarter, 
made nothing of it, as Crews sank yet another 
3, and Veal scored on a 3-point play and an 
additional basket to put Westwood ahead by 
double digits, 56-45.

With 3:38 to play, the Redhawks were 
merely waiting to clear the bench and storm 
the court. Oddly, Crews fouled out with 2:28 
to go after McLeod’s basket gave Westwood a 
58-44 lead. The rest of the Redhawks’ scoring 
was with free throws, and after L.J. Dendy’s 
layup for Greenville with six seconds left, the 
Westwood bench burst into celebration with 
its first state championship in hand. 

“Since preseason when we were in the gym 
all day, we always had that chip on our shoul-
der,” Crews said. “A lot of people doubted us, 
but we just stayed poised and we came out 
with the dub.”

Robinson, standing in the middle of a court 
that more than a dozen Westwood boys 
basketball teams could not reach since the 
school opened in 2012, took in the sights of 
the fans, Westwood coaches, and players as 
they celebrated the victory.

“Right now it’s such a surreal moment,” he 
said. “Like when you don’t know how possi-
ble it is until you get closer and closer, and 
then like man, we have a chance to do it and 
we did it.” 

 
WESTWOOD - 10-18-20-19 — 67
GREENVILLE - 20-13-6-16 — 55
WESTWOOD
D’Marcus Thomas 26, Jayden Crews 23, McLeod 8, Veal 7, 
Cockfield 3.
GREENVILLE
Caden Coleman 16, Tucker Scholl 13, Shell 7, McCoy 6, Griffin 
5, Farrow 5, Dendy 2, Hyde 1.

Blythewood celebrates their State Championship win on Friday. The program went from 0-19 in 2022 to their second straight State Title. 

Westwood Coach Trent Robinson cuts a 
piece of the net at Westwood. photos/Richland 2

“A lot of people doubted us, but we just stayed poised and we came out with the dub,” senior Jayden Crews said. Larry Gamblephotos/Larry Gamble
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Staff Reports
The Voice

Editorial
From page 2

fessor Seth Stoughton, a former police 
officer, said courts around the country 
have repeatedly struck down similar laws 

as too broad or vague. He pointed to legal 
challenges in Arizona, Indiana, Louisiana, 
Tennessee and Florida, where buffer-
zone laws have faced constitutional 
scrutiny.

The South Carolina proposal also 
extends to hospitals, which supporters 

SCPA
From page 1

termined by the percentage of correctly 
predicted games.  

Rankings of teams will be presented on 
Selection Sunday (March 15). 

So, how do you enter? Cut out the 
bracket on page 12, fill out the 68-team 

bracket, make your picks, and make sure 
it's postmarked by Wednesday, March 18.

Photocopies of the entry form will not 
be accepted. The Voice will count only one 
entry per person, and all entries must be 
postmarked by March 18, or be delivered 

Bracket
From page 1

BAR
From page 1

The Flower Farm
Spring is almost here, and it’s time 

to think about the gardening season 
ahead.

I’m excited to 
return to writing 
this column about 
gardening, and to 
tell you about my 
flower farm for this 
season.  In 2019 
my husband Scott 
and I established 
One Hubcap Farm on Muller Road in 
Blythewood. We produced pork and 
vegetables at first, then I discovered I 
could grow cut flowers and sell them in 
bouquets and to florists.  

Flowers don’t run through the woods 
at night or knock me flat on the ground 
in their enthusiasm for food, and so 
we decided to leave the pork and 
vegetables for others and grow flowers 
exclusively.

In addition to selling flowers to local 
florists, I also operate a self-serve 
flower stand on Fridays and Saturdays 
in season, host Pick-Your-Own flowers 
events, offer Mason Jar arrangements 
for Easter and Mother’s Day, and I 
create Christmas wreaths. I expect to 
open the flower stand and the you-pick 
in mid-to-late April, depending on the 
weather.  The best way to stay informed 
about the farm is to sign up for our 
email list at our website below.

In this column I will provide you with 
gardening instructions for our climate, 
inform you about local food and farm 
events, and update you about the 
flowers of One Hubcap Farm. 

I will guide you through the year’s 
gardening process, explain what I’m 
doing on the farm, help you start seeds, 
set out plants, create garden beds, 
maintain your crops, and improve 
your soil.  I have been in the garden 
my entire life, and during this process 
I have made just about every mistake 
possible.  I hope that in reading about 
my experiences, you may avoid my 
errors.  

As I write this, it’s 80°F outdoors, and 
temperatures are forecast to remain 
above 40° as of this writing.  Garden 
centers will be full of tomato plants. 
The weather feels like spring, so why 
not get a head start on the summer 
garden, right?  Please don’t make the 
mistake of starting the summer garden 
too soon.  Our last average expected 
frost is the first week of April.  Even if 
the temperature never goes into the 30s 
again this season, temperatures below 
50° will make your tomatoes unhappy. 
They really prefer temperatures above 
60°.

Plants that begin their lives stressed 
will never be as productive as those 
that start life in warm temperatures.  
Resist the urge to purchase tomatoes 
and instead grab some cool-season 
plants such as broccoli and lettuce that 
enjoy our weather.  

Stay informed about our flowers at 
https://onehubcapfarm.com/.

One Hubcap Farm is located at 1236 
Muller Road, Blythewood (about 4 
minutes from I 77).

about the new rulings.
He said he understands the historic 

significance of Wilson’s store but said the 
building presents serious structural and 
financial challenges.

”We found out the crawlspace from 
the dirt all the way to the subfloor and 
everything in between is in really, really 
bad disrepair,” Graham said.  He told the 
BAR that to repair the foundation, the 
building would have to be lifted up.

“It would be six figures cheaper 
to knock it down than to repair that 
foundation,” he said. “That’s the bind I’m 
in.”

Graham said he considered building 
a coffee shop with a drive thru window 
in the building to make the cost of the 
building’s renovation financially feasible. 
But the drive thru would require a curb 
cut next to a busy intersection that 
SCDOT might balk at.

“Instead of engaging in simple 
discussion, the Town filed a preemptive 
lawsuit on March 6—only days after our 
hardship filing—seeking an injunction 
based on misrepresentations and 
accusing our company of numerous false 
allegations,” Graham claimed. “To date, 
the only thing our company has done, or 
has indicated that we will do in the future, 
is continue to pursue administrative 

remedies as stipulated by the Town’s 
ordinances.

“If the injunction wasn’t enough, the 
Town has now introduced a new set 
of rules that will govern our hardship 
meeting,” he said. “These rules will be 
voted on mere minutes prior to our 
scheduled presentation, despite our 
application being submitted weeks ago. 
The document they will be voting on 
is a 7-page document titled “Rules of 
Procedure”, imposing restrictive time 
limits (20 minutes total) that may hinder 
evidence presentation, and that changes 
rules mid-process. Further, these new 
rules provide for the Town to continue 
my appeal in an attempt to further stall 
the process,” Graham said.

‘Our preference is to preserve this 
building, but the Town has made zero 
effort to support that,” Graham told 
The Voice. “They have instead refused 
any collaboration and sent lawyers and 
lawsuits at their constituents’ expense,” 
Graham said.

“Our goal is to protect this building, 
and to collaborate with the Town. We are 
truly hoping that the Town will right the 
ship,” Graham said, “and prevent further 
costly legal endeavors.”

The March 16 appeal will be heard at 
the Manor, at 5:30 p.m. 

2. Consistency and Equitable 
Treatment

Mayor Griffin has faced multiple 
council challenges, executive disputes, 
legal actions, and heightened scrutiny 
regarding administrative decisions. 
While disagreement is a normal part of 
governance, the frequency and intensity 
of these actions appear unprecedented 
compared to prior mayoral terms.

Given that Sloan Griffin III is the 
First  Documented African American 
Mayor of Blythewood, it is especially 
important that governance actions are 
demonstrably equitable and free from 
bias. I do not presume discriminatory 
intent; however, perception alone can 
erode public trust if not addressed 
transparently.

Please clarify:
•	 Whether the measures taken against 

the Mayor align with historically 
consistent procedures.

•	 What safeguards exist to ensure 
elected officials are treated 
equally regardless of race, political 
affiliation, or personal relationships.

•	 Whether any formal equity or bias 
review has been conducted regarding 
the handling of disputes involving 
the Mayor.

3. Mechanisms for Addressing Bias 
or Discrimination

To preserve institutional integrity, I 
request information on:

•	 Internal and external processes 
available for reviewing claims of 
bias, discrimination, or unequal 
treatment involving elected officials.

•	 Whether independent oversight 

mechanisms exist.
•	 How investigations involving elected 

officials are documented, monitored, 
and kept impartial.

4. Media Reporting and Public 
Perception

It has appeared that certain local 
media coverage has amplified allegations 
and conflicts involving the Mayor, at 
times presenting claims prominently 
while full context or outcomes receive 
less visibility. While I do not presume 
coordinated intent, the appearance of 
alignment between council allegations 
and media reporting risks undermining 
confidence in both governance and public 
information channels.

Accordingly, I request that the Town 
consider:

•	 Reviewing communication practices 
between council members and media 
outlets to ensure transparency and 
ethical standards.

•	 Confirming whether policies exist 
governing how and when allegations 
are communicated publicly.

•	 Evaluating whether an independent 
third party should review public 
communication practices to ensure 
neutrality and fairness.

5. Request for Independent Review
To restore and strengthen public trust, 

I respectfully request that the Town 
consider initiating:

•	 An independent third-party review 
of the procedures used to assess 
allegations against elected officials.

•	 A comparative review of how similar 
matters were handled in previous 
administrations.

•	 Publication of a clear, accessible 
summary of policies governing 
oversight authority, conflicts of 
interest, investigative procedures, 
and standards of accountability.

This request is made in the interest 
of transparency, accountability, and 
equitable governance, not to assign 
blame, but to ensure that Blythewood’s 
municipal institutions operate under 
clear, consistent, and fair standards for 
all.

Given my decades of work observing 
and collaborating with municipal 
leadership nationwide, I recognize 
patterns that can either strengthen 
or weaken institutional trust. It is my 
professional assessment that a proactive, 
independent review would significantly 
reinforce confidence in Blythewood’s 
governance processes.

I respectfully request a written 
response addressing each of the concerns 
outlined above and advising whether the 
Town intends to initiate a formal review 
process.

Thank you for your time and attention 
to these important matters. I look 
forward to your response.

Sincerely,
Edward Straiter
Executive Director, Blythewood 

Economic Development and Tourism
CC (for awareness; copies may be 

provided if necessary):
South Carolina Attorney General’s 

Office
South Carolina State Ethics Commission
Municipal Association of South 

Carolina

Straiter
From page 1

BLYTHEWOOD - Frances Marion 
University grad and MBA candidate 
Ryan Hunter of Blythewood, received a 
championship ring from FMU during a 
ceremony in recognition of his success in 
both athletics and academics.

The honor reflects Hunter’s years of 
dedication, discipline and perseverance 
as he established himself as one of Francis 
Marion’s standout athletes, particularly 
in track and field, where he has made his 
mark across multiple events.

Hunter broke a 38-year-old school 
record in the javelin, and then surpassed 
his own record. He tied a 29-year-old 
school record in the 100-meter dash, 
showing versatility as a competitor. He’s 
also competed in sprints, throws and 

BW’s Ryan Hunter earns FMU championship ring
relays, building a reputation as an all-
around athlete for the FMU Patriots.

His multiple javelin victories placed 
him among the conference leaders. He’s 
also been named McDonald’s Athlete of 
the Week and twice earned Conference 
Carolinas Athlete of the Week. He has 
been recognized with conference awards, 
featured by Francis Marion as an “Athlete, 
Scholar, Patriot,” and named his team’s 
Most Valuable Player in back-to-back 
seasons.

Hunter completed his undergraduate 
studies at Francis Marion with a double 
major in supply chain management and 
economics and is now pursuing a Master 
of Business Administration. His academic 
honors during college include Dean’s List 
recognition and conference academic 
awards. He also took part in a number of 
leadership programs. Ryan Hunter Contributed

say face growing threats from violence 
in emergency rooms. But critics note that 
threatening behavior is already illegal 
and say existing obstruction laws can 
address many of the concerns without 
risking unconstitutional limits on speech 
and public oversight.

to The Voice’s office at 303 Main Street by 
that date.

Because Selection Sunday is held the 
same week that the tournament begins, the 
contest entry form will not be published 
again. Be sure to fill out this week’s form.

Elected to two-year terms on the SCPA 
Executive Committee were: Mundy 
Price, president, publisher and editor 
of the  Index-Journal  in Greenwood, 
and Leisa Richardson, executive 
editor of the  Greenville News, Herald-
Journal  and  Independent Mail.  Cris 
Temples, associate publisher of Charleston 
City Paper, was elected to a one-year term.

Re-elected to continuing terms on the 
SCPA Executive Committee were: Jason 

Cato, managing editor of  The Post and 
Courier  in Charleston;  Ryan Gilchrest, 
managing editor of  Greenville Journal; 
and  Rocky Nimmons, publisher of 
the Pickens County Courier. 

The meeting was attended by more than 
200 journalists from across the state.

The press association was founded 
in 1852 and serves more than 100 
S.C. newspapers and digital news 
organizations.
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GROCERS
KJ’S MARKET

“Your hometown store”
135-B Blythewood Rd. • Blythewood • 735-1915

HOME IMPROVEMENT
MCK BUILDING SERVICES LLC

Decks • Siding • Flooring • Repair Work
Licensed and Insured • 803-552-9399

HOME SECURITY
ELECTRONIC SECURITY SOLUTIONS LLC (ESS)

Gate Openers  • Wi-Fi • Video Doorbells
803-710-4ESS • electronicsecuritysolutionsllc.com

INSURANCE
BRUNETTO INSURANCE AGENCY

Auto • Home • Life • Business
Joe Brunetto •  thebrunettoagency.com • 803-699-3007

CHICHESTER INS AGENCY/NATIONWIDE
Auto • Home • Life • Business

Keith Chichester • 305 Main St. • Blythewood • 786-2224

MEDICAL
FAIRFIELD MEDICAL ASSOCIATES

A Family & Pediatriac Practice • 635-6461 • 754-8941
Winnsboro/Blythewood • www.fairfieldmedical.org

MORTGAGE LOANS
PREFERRED MORTGAGE & FINANCIAL SERVICES
Home Purchase/Refinances  • www.pmtfinancial.com

 122 S. Congress St • Winnsboro • 803-635-9142

PAINTING
ROBERT BREWER PAINTING

Residential Washing & Repairs, 35 Years Experience
 Free Estimates, Licensed & Insured  •  803-917-7067

PHARMACIES
HAWTHORNE WINNSBORO PHARMACY

Locally Operated • Vaccines • Compounding • hawthornesc.com
 110 S. Congress St  •  Winnsboro  •  803-635-3565

PROPANE
PORTER GAS

Propane Provider • Appliance Installation and Service
803-635-6471 • 349 State Hwy 200 • Winnsboro

REAL ESTATE
HOME ADVANTAGE REALTY, LLC

Real Estate Sales • 212 Main Street, Blythewood
803-708-2013 • www.homeadvantagerealty.com

RESTAURANTS
GROUCHO’S DELI

 Groucho’s Famous® Big Dipper™ Formula 45 Sauce™ 
Since 1941 • 730 University Dr. • Blythewood • 754-4509 

TAX PREPARATION
PREFERRED TAX SERVICE LLC

Individual & Business Taxes • www.pmtfinancial.com
 122 S. Congress St • Winnsboro • 803-635-9142

A/C & HEATING
AIR CARE HEATING & AIR

Residential • New Installations • Repairs • 24-hr. 
Free Estimates • 803-318-3622

AUTO SALES
WILSON CHEVROLET

New & Used Cars & Trucks • Parts & Service
798 Hwy 321 • 1-800-789-1304 • 635-4614 • Winnsboro

WILSON CHRYSLER, DODGE, JEEP
New & Used Cars & Trucks • Parts & Service

301 Congress St. • 1-800-551-1767 • 635-4923 • Winnsboro

BEAUTY/BARBER SALONS/SPAS
ROSA’S HAIR SALON

Walk-ins Welcome • Answering Machine 24/7
Men’s Cuts $14 • 803-337-8053 • Ridgeway

COMPUTER SERVICES
BLYTHEWOOD COMPUTERS, LLC

Installation •  Repair •  Optimization •  Network Cabling
Home & Business • 803-530-8874

CONCRETE SERVICES
MEDUSA CONCRETE LLC

New Driveways, Patios, Sidewalks and Pool Decks
Wedoconcrete.net • 839-930-0388

DENTISTS 
DR. PHILIP WILKINS & DR. REID WARREN
Invisalign • Cosmetic & Restorative Dentistry 
124 N. Congress St. • Winnsboro • 635-6162 

FUNERAL HOMES
POPE FUNERAL HOME

Serving the Midlands since 1958
521 S. Congress St. • Winnsboro  803-635-2411

GARDEN CENTER
REESE’S PLANTS

Large selection Trees, Shrubs, Indoor Tropicals, Palms 
reesesplants.com • 10418 Wilson Blvd. • 691-3035 

blythewoodonline.com
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GET 
A DOG

FOR 
A DAY!

HeartsUnleashed.org | info@heartsunleashed.org

You can check out a dog for the day at the 
Fairfield County Animal Shelter

and provide a wonderful adventure for you both!
Call today (803) 571-4623

Give a shelter dog a “Daycation”



1998 Chevrolet Pickup, S-Truck  VIN:# 
1GCCS1947W8206526
Contact R&C Automotive, LLC at 803-917-
2976 for any additional information.
03/05/26, 03/12/26, 03/19/26

Replace your roof with the best looking and 
longest lasting material – steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple col-
ors available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer up to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-855-900-1261

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 833-230-8692

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get cash offer and get 
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-855-704-3381

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental insurance – 
NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-855-397-7030 www.
dental50plus.com/60 #6258

Annual Equipment Consignment Auction. 
Live On-Site: Saturday, March 21st at 10AM. 
7120 Lyle Rd, Chester, SC. Accepting 
consignments now! Randy Ligon 803-366-
3535. TheLigonCompany.com. SCAL1716, 
SCAFL4120, NCAL8951, NCAFL10066

ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION in 80 S.C. 
newspapers for only $375. Your 25-word 
classified ad will reach more than 1.5 
million readers.  Call Randall Savely at the 
S.C. Newspaper Network, 803-750-9561.

ADVERTISE YOUR DRIVER JOBS in 80 
S.C. newspapers for only $375. Your 25-
word classified ad will reach more than 1.5 
million readers.  Call Randall Savely at the 
S.C. Newspaper Network, 803-750-9561.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA		
COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD	
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
Case No. 2025CP2000241
SUMMONS
Founders Federal Credit Union,	
Plaintiff,	

vs.			 
Tenise J. Peay a/k/a Tenise Peay and 
James C. Peay a/k/a James Peay,	
Defendants.	
TO THE DEFENDANTS ABOVE-NAMED: 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and 
required to answer the Complaint in this 
action, a copy of which is herewith served 
upon you, and to serve a copy of your An-
swer to the said Complaint on the person 
whose name is subscribed below at 737 
Plantation Road, Lancaster, South Carolina 
29720, within thirty (30) days after the 
service hereof, exclusive of the day of such 
service.  The Summons and Complaint in 
this action were filed on August 22, 2025 in 
the Office of the Clerk of Court for Fairfield 
County. If you fail to answer the Complaint 
within the time aforesaid, the Plaintiff in this 
action will apply to the Court for a judgment 
by default to be rendered against you for 
the relief demanded in the Complaint.
Philip E. Wright
Michael G. Lindsay
Founders Federal Credit Union
737 Plantation Road
Lancaster, SC 29720
(803) 289-5390
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF
03/05/26, 03/12/26, 03/19/26

IN THE PROBATE COURT
NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF ESTATES
All persons having claims against the 

following estates are required to deliver or 
mail their claims to the indicated Personal 
Representatives (PR), appointed to admin-
ister these estates, AND to file their claims 
on Form #371 PC, with the Probate Court 
for FAIRFIELD COUNTY at P. O. BOX 385 
WINNSBORO, SC 29180 on or before the 
date that is 8 months after the date of the 
first publication of this Notice to Creditors, 
or such persons shall be forever barred as 
to their Claims. 

All claims are required to be presented 
in written statements, indicating the name 
and address of claimant, basis of the claim, 
amount claimed, date when the Claim will 
become due, nature of any uncertainty as to 
the amount claimed and date when due, and 
description of any security as to the claim.

Estate: ROOSEVELT THED PEOPLES
Case Number: 2025ES2000202
Personal Representative: EDITH Y. PEOPLES
Address: 184 ROME DR.
WINNSBORO, SC 29180
Attorney: CREIGHTON B. COLEMAN
Address: P.O. BOX 1006
WINNSBORO, SC 29180
Date of Death: 05/28/2025
03/05/26, 03/12/26, 03/19/26

Estate: SARAH IRENE SHERROD
Case Number: 2026ES2000041
Personal Representative: MICHELLE 
WINDHAM
Address: 4910 US HWY 321 S

WINNSBORO, SC 29180
Date of Death: 02/12/2026
03/05/26, 03/12/26, 03/19/26

Estate: GLENDA HACKLE BANKHEAD
Case Number: 2026ES2000029
Personal Representative: MICHAEL LEE 
BANKHEAD
Address: 6073 WATEREE RD.
GREAT FALLS, SC 29055
Date of Death: 01/12/2026
03/12/26, 03/19/26, 03/26/25

Estate: BRIDGET GOODWIN
Case Number: 2026ES2000046
Personal Representative: SAMMIE GOODWIN
Address: 735 INDIAN TRAIL RD.
BLAIR, SC 29015
Date of Death: 02/02/2026
03/12/26, 03/19/26, 03/26/25

Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing 
aid with touchscreen controls. No tiny 
buttons, apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk 
free trial. Free shipping. Lifetime support. 
More than 1.5 million happy customers. 
Call Audien 1-855-620-9614.

Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. Call 1-844-775-
0366 today to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a power move

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET – Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local channels. 
99% signal reliability! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO Max and 
Premium Channels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some restrictions 
apply. Call IVS 1-855-237-9741

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on 
your roof! Sign up for Directv and get your first 
three months of Max, Paramount+, Showtime, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. Choice 
package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-844-624-1107

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free Install, 
Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand 
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-877-542-0759

ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION PROP-
ERTY FOR RENT OR SALE to more than 
1.5 million S.C. newspaper readers. Your 
25-word classified ad will appear in 80 S.C. 
newspapers for only $375. Call Randall 
Savely at the South Carolina Newspaper 
Network, 803-750-9561.

ClassifiedsClassified Rates: $9.00/column inch
Voice@BlythewoodOnline.com
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TV & Internet

Legals

Employment

Misc. for Sale

Abandoned Autos

Auctions

Announcements

Legals Legals

Vacation Rental

Contact Randall Savely
 803.750.9561 | scnnonline.com South Carolina

Newspaper Network

PLACE YOUR AD IN MORE THAN 
80 SC NEWSPAPERS

Reach up to 1.5 million readers 
using our small space ad network!

Statewide and regional options available
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Please PRINT
Name ___________________________
Address __________________________ 
_______________________________
Phone ___________________________
Email ___________________________

ONLY 
ONE ENTRY 

PER PERSON!
Tie will be 

determined by 
% of correctly 

predicted games. 

2026 Mens’ NCAA Basketball Bracket Challenge

Complete the backet. 
List the team you think will win each 

March Madness game. 
Mail entry to 

The Voice, PO Box 675, Blythewood
All Entries Must Be Postmarked by March 18. 

blythewoodonline.com thevoice_paper
FOLLOW US ONLINE!
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